Session 4 Feeding the 5,000
week starting March 22, 2020
One of the few miracles included in all four gospels, the story of the feeding of the five thousand represents
the sign-post of God’s generosity. This story likely takes place one year before Palm Sunday. Jesus’ miraculous
provision for those who came to hear His teaching about the Kingdom and receive healing demonstrates that
God is not a god of scarcity but abundance. He uses the small things we offer Him and He multiplies them.

Getting Started

Do you prefer to socialize at large parties, have dinner for four, or spend a quiet evening with a friend? Why?

Discussion

• Read John 6:1–4. What attracted people to Jesus in this story? What might attract people to Jesus
today as He works through you?
• In the first passover, God feeds a great multitude with bread from heaven. What point might Jesus
be making by feeding this multitude? Does it have anything to do with the nearness of the upcoming
passover?
• Read John 6:5–7. Why might Jesus have chosen to ask Philip about feeding the people?
• What happens when we realize that only Jesus can overcome a problem we are facing?
• Barley loaves would have been considered a second class bread of the poor. While Jesus did not need
help to feed the people, why might he have chosen to use the resources Andrew found that belonged
to the boy? How does he do the same for us today?
• Read John 6:8–15. Jesus takes, blesses, breaks, and divides the “elements” for the people. What do
these words remind you of? Why might Jesus’ practice of table fellowship be connected to this story?
• Jesus invites his disciples to participate in the miracle. What are some ways that He continues to invite
us to participate in His miraculous provision for others that are near us?
• Though Jesus was already King, he would not allow them to “make him king by force.” Why is this
significant? How do people try to use Jesus as a political tool today?

Live It Out

Take some time to journal this week about the times in your life where God had provided when what you
had seemed like it would never be enough. Reflect on how God has been teaching you along the way and
take time to give thanks in your writing.
Memorize John 6:12–13.

Pray

Dear Jesus, please help me to remember where to go when I am faced with a difficult situation. Remind me
to turn to You in prayer. Help me to be still and hear how the Holy Spirit is guiding me. I want to step out in
faith and overcome my fear. Amen.

