
Jesus’ first sermon is summarized in just 8 words: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” In fact, Jesus 
spoke about the kingdom of God over 100 times. When we do hear about the kingdom of God, it tends to be 
pointing to something that God is doing sometime in the future. However, the majority of Jesus’ discussion 
about the kingdom of God was used in the present tense. This kingdom is something God wants to bring here 
and now and will be fully realized one day. Optional reading: chapters 1-3 of The Good and Beautiful Life

GettinG Started
If you are new to one another or have any new group members, be sure to introduce yourselves and share 
one reason you are participating in or looking forward to this group. Discuss your group covenant or 
expectations. A sample covenant is available at http://sov.church/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Covenant-
Member-Website.pdf.

What makes you feel like a kid again?

Describe a brand or company that best reflects your personality.

diScuSSion
1. Before hearing the sermon this week, in a few sentences or less, how would you have described the 

gospel that Jesus preached? Did the sermon shed any new light on your understanding? 
2. The word for repent comes from the word metanoia, which means, change your mind. How does this 

compare to what you have understood repent to mean?
3. Read Mark 10:13-16. Why do you think Jesus’ disciples rebuked parents for bringing their children to 

Jesus? What is the difference between being childish and being childlike? What qualities do children 
possess that make them prime candidates for belonging in the kingdom of God?

4. What makes it difficult for adults (YOU) to be childlike in this way?
5. What have you gotten to experience because you follow Jesus? Or if you haven’t yet decided to follow 

Jesus, is there something holding you back?

Live it out
Play might not seem spiritual, but life was meant to be enjoyed. Children let go of control and embrace the 
imaginative world of play. Try a sport you haven’t played in a long time. Play a board game with family or 
friends. Read a book for pure enjoyment. Goof around and laugh.

MeMorization chaLLenGe
Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here 
it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you. Luke 17:20b-21

Pray
Jesus, by the power of your Holy Spirit, shape my identity and direction so that I might live in the kingdom 
of God here and now.
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