
John D. Rockefeller is commonly known as the wealthiest American of all time. When asked by a reporter how 
much money would make him happy, he responded, “Just a little bit more.” The illusion is that we will be 
happier on the other side of more. Jesus challenges us to think in terms of earthly (temporary) and heavenly 
(eternal), and proposes that it is impossible to embrace both. Perhaps the only way to truly fight greed is to 
give and live in His kingdom centered way.

Optional reading: chapter 9 of The Good and Beautiful Life.

GettinG Started
• Are you a spender or a saver? How does this impact your life and relationships?
• Tell about a favorite gift you gave or received, or a memorable purchase you made.
• When you were younger, what did you want in order to be cool?

diScuSSion
1. Complete the following to reflect your false narrative:  

I would be (happy/successful/secure/free) if I have more ____________________.
2. In our culture, how is success measured? What behaviors or thoughts are you tempted to adopt in order 

to be successful in the world’s eyes?
3. Read Matthew 6:19–24. Explain the difference between earthly and heavenly treasures.
4. Dallas Willard says our treasures are what we try to protect, secure, or keep. What are your treasures?
5. What does it mean in verse 21 that “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also?” 
6. Read verse 24. What does it mean to serve money? What does it look like to serve God with the money 

you have? How have you experienced the blessing of generosity?
7. Read 1 Timothy 6:6–10. How would you rate yourself in the area of being content with a simple life?

Live it out
When it comes to Christianity, there is a temptation to conclude we should do more. This can trap us 
in shame or duty. However, Christianity is a grace-filled relationship with Jesus. Because we have freely 
received, we get to, not have to, freely give. How might God be inviting you to change in order to allow you 
to be more free from the bonds of greed in your life?

• Put 3 minutes on the clock and list the things that you are thankful for. 
• Take a moment and thank God for all the things on your list and things left out of your list. 
• Choose one thing from the list and determine how to use it for a kingdom purpose. Example: I’m 

thankful for my home. How might I use my home to be a blessing to my neighbors or church family?

MeMorization chaLLenGe
But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your 
love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7

Pray
Lord Jesus, we thank you for everything that you have given us. We acknowledge that every good gift 
comes from you. Teach us to see our possessions and gifts the way you do. Help us grow in generosity so 
that our hearts are aligned with yours. Amen.
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