
We give out of our love for Jesus in the area of our faith. But why? Why give at all? Why not use our resources 
on an extra vacation or college for our kids? There are so many good things to spend our money on. The 
answer is simple, because Jesus invites us to be part of his mission in reaching the world. All resources belong 
to God and He is the ultimate giver. He has given his Son so that we might have real and abundant life. He 
invites us to give as a reflection of that love and generosity.

GettinG Started
Describe a time when you were surprised by someone’s generosity. What happened? How did you feel?

diScuSSion
1. Read Genesis 14. Melchizedek is a foreshadowing of Jesus. Who initiates the action between him and 

Abraham after the battle? What is Abraham’s response and what is his posture towards the material 
goods he won?

2. Read Genesis 28:10–22. How did Jacob’s interactions with God change his posture toward wealth? Who 
initiated the giving? How have you seen this in your own life?

3. Read Micah 6:1–8. When the people of God responded to God’s generosity with greed and self-
centeredness how did He correct them? What are some ways we as a church can live out the kind of 
offering to God articulated in Micah 6:8?

4. Read Luke 21:1–4 and Matthew 6:19–24. How are these passages related? What do you think Jesus is 
asking of us in relation to giving of our financial resources? How does this lifestyle bless us? 

Live it out: 40 dayS of Prayer
Each day for the next 40 days spend your first 5 minutes in prayer. Pray for,

1. Shepherd of the Valley and it’s ministries, people served, volunteers, and staff.
2. The assigned organization in our Mission Partner book.
3. God’s invitation to join him in generosity through your finances, time, and skills in 2021.

MeMorization chaLLenGe
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:19–21

Pray
Jesus, thank you for your generosity towards us. By the power of your Holy Spirit, shape our hearts to match 
your generosity.
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