
The excitement and praise on Palm Sunday turns into shouts to crucify Jesus. The different responses from 
the crowd are due to their varying expectations and motivations for following Jesus. There are contrasting 
agendas and motives in the two stories leading up to Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. On the 
surface, the motives of James, John, and Bartimaeus might seem similar but Jesus reveals exactly who is 
blind and who can see. Read Mark 10:35–11:11.

GettinG Started
• Describe a situation where you had an ulterior motive.
• What motivates you? Why? How did these motivations develop in you?

diScuSSion
1. As you read Mark 11: 8–11, what kind of expectations did the crowd have as Jesus rode into Jerusalem? 

What do you find most significant about Jesus’ triumphal entry?
2. Compare and contrast the two stories in Mark 10:35–52. Note the differences and consider that this took 

place just prior to Jesus’ triumphant entry.
3. What do you think was at the heart of the request of James and John? How does Jesus answer them? 

How would you respond?
4. How does Bartimaeus get Jesus’ attention? How does Jesus respond? What does Bartimaeus’ response 

reveal about his expectation of what Jesus came to do?
5. If Jesus asked you, “What do you want me to do for you?”, what would you say?
6. Read Mark 15:12–15. Do you think any of the same people shouting “Hosanna” also shouted “Crucify 

Him”? Why or Why not?
7. What do your prayers from the past week reveal about who you think God is and what His role is in  

your life?

Live it out
Praying the Lord’s Prayer is one of the best opportunities we have to align our motives with God’s motives. 
Choose a time and place to pray for a few minutes each day this week. Pray that God’s kingdom would 
come on earth as in heaven for specific places and people in your life.

MeMorization chaLLenGe
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be a slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many. Mark 10:43–45

Pray
Jesus, we are aware that we often bring our own expectations and agendas when we follow You. Forgive 
us for the ways we try to fit You into the image we have created in our own minds. Help us to see You for all 
that You are! We want to experience the fullness of what You came to give us. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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