
In the Jewish tradition, Pentecost or Shavuot is a celebration of God giving the Torah or Law to the people 
on Mount Sinai in order to guide them. This celebration would happen 50 days after the first day of Passover. 
On the Pentecost after Jesus’ death, the Holy Spirit was given to his followers in order to guide them, and the 
Church was born. Like the first Christians, we live in a divided world and even the Body of Christ is feeling the 
pull of this toxic division. 

The Moravians say, “In the Essentials Unity, Nonessentials Diversity, and in ALL Things Charity.” 

It seems as though we have gotten this backwards, expecting uniformity around all sorts of things rather than 
true unity centered upon what is essential: Who is Jesus? And What does He Do? As we trust the Holy Spirit to 
be the unifier of the Church, we recenter on the Good News of Jesus that God wants to share with the whole 
world. This breaks down the walls we build and allows the Holy Spirit to build Bridges to all people.

GettinG Started
• Briefly share an experience you’ve had as part of a team.
• When have you had trouble getting along with someone? Why was it difficult?

diScuSSion
1. Jesus promises the Holy Spirit’s help in living out a unified Kingdom mission (John 14:15–17; 15: 26–27; 

16:7–14). What is the Holy Spirit’s role in creating unity among believers? How has the Holy Spirit guided 
you in extending God’s love and grace to another person?

2. Read John 17:20–26. For whom is Jesus praying? How can the promises in the previous question help us 
understand Jesus’ prayer? What does unity among Christians look like? Give an example of this within 
your congregation or community.

3. Read Acts 1:8 and 2:1–13; 2:42–47. What barriers to sharing the Good News and living as part of the new 
family of God (made up from all nations) might the first Christians have experienced? How can the unity 
that Jesus prayed for and promised in the coming of the Holy Spirit help us (see questions 1&2)?

4. Where have you seen or experienced disunity among Christians? Why is unity challenging? What keys to 
restoring unity do we find in these passages? How can you live this out?

Live it out
Each day this week pray for a different area in your neighborhood, town or the Twin Cities.

MeMorization chaLLenGe
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all 
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:20–21

Pray
Jesus, by the power of your Holy Spirit you create and sustain Unity in your Church. Help us in the areas we 
are struggling. Show us how you break down walls and how we can join you in building bridges, creating 
one family of God throughout the world.
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