
“The Lord works in mysterious ways!” is not an uncommon phrase among Christians. In the next section of 
Acts we see how the Holy Spirit used persecution and personal prompting to push the disciples out of their 
comfort zone, Jerusalem, and into the great global mission, Samaria and beyond. Sometimes we need to look 
back in our own lives to see how the Holy Spirit is moving us to accomplish his goals. How might the Holy 
Spirit be calling you out of your comfort zone and into a new relationship?

Getting Started
• Share about a favorite teacher or mentor you had and what you learned from them.
• When has something uncomfortable for you resulted in growth?

Discussion
1. Read Acts 8:26–40. What happened as Philip followed the prompting of the Holy Spirit? Have you ever 

had the Holy Spirit prompt you to go somewhere or do something? 
2. The Ethiopian official travelled at great time and cost to worship in Jerusalem, yet as a eunuch, 

could never be a full participant in Jewish religious life. Who do you know that might be interested in 
Christianity, but doesn’t feel they are accepted? What holds them back?

3. The Ethiopian is reading from Isaiah 53. Isaiah 53–56 highlights Jesus’s role as the Suffering Servant, 
redeemer, messiah, and welcomer of the foreigner and eunuch. Verse 35 says Philip started explaining 
from that place. Who first explained the good news about Jesus to you? What steps do you need to take 
to be prepared to tell people about Jesus? 

4. Refer to Joel 2:28–32, and how the Spirit comes upon people. In Acts 8:36 the Ethiopian asks, “What 
would keep me from being baptized?” This question comes up throughout Acts. (Note: The Ethiopian 
could not be Jewish because he was a eunuch.) What is different about the community Jesus creates? 
How would you respond if someone asked you this question? What does your baptism mean to you? 

Live It Out
If possible, reach out to a person who helped you come to know Jesus Christ as your savior and Lord. 
Share with them the impact they made on you. Send a card or an email, call or take them to coffee. We do 
not often know the difference we make in other people’s lives, but an encouraging word builds us up.

Memorization Challenge
“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you profess your faith and are saved.” Romans 10:9-10

Pray
Thank you for giving us opportunities to grow. Even when we are uncomfortable, help us to step out in faith, 
trusting your guidance. Show us when and how to share our faith in you with others. Amen.
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