
The book of Daniel recounts the story of a Hebrew boy and his friends taken captive by the forces of Babylon. 
With no hope of returning to his home, Daniel has to make daily choices to trust God even when it seems 
impossible. The cultural pressures to abandon his faith mount throughout the first six chapters of the book. 
But God is with Daniel and he demonstrates a pattern of faithfulness even when the Babylonians demonstrate 
a pattern of disregard for God. The second half of the book outlines a series of prophetic and apocalyptic 
visions where God shows Daniel a promise that the Son of Man will be victorious over the real enemy we all 
face.

Getting Started
• Describe a time when you were lost.

Discussion
1. Read Genesis 11:1–9. What is the attitude of the first Babylonian people? Where do you see this attitude 

at work in the world today?
2. Read Jeremiah 25:1–7 & 11–12. In these verses is a warning that God will allow Babylon to take 

Jerusalem. For what reason? What attitude have the people of God been demonstrating according to 
Jeremiah?

3. The “evil ways” listed by Jeremiah, and the other prophets of the Bible, center around the Hebrew 
people’s worship of things other than God and lack of compassion and fair treatment of others. How are 
we as Christians tempted to do the same in our own time? Give some examples.

4. Read Daniel 1. What can we learn about Daniel’s attitude and character? What about God’s?

Live It Out
Each day this week look for examples of God’s faithfulness. Keep a journal of the ways you see him at work 
in our world today. Follow along with the Daniel readings listed on our bookmark.

Memorization Challenge
“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for 
permission not to defile himself this way.”   Daniel   1:8   NIV

Pray
Gracious God, we live in a world where the pressure to abandon you is great. Give us hearts like Daniel and 
his friends. Help us to cling to your promise and see your pattern of faithfulness in the world around us. 
Amen.
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