
All over the New Testament, we see the Holy Spirit intervening in people’s lives to change their constructs—
especially around who is “in” and who is “out” of the family of God. In the story of Cornelius and Peter (Acts 10) 
it is remarkable to observe the encounters that each had with the Holy Spirit. Cornelius talks with an angel and 
Peter receives a strange but profound vision. Both men dare to cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s leading and see 
great reward for the risk of stepping out of their comfort zones. Pentecost #1 (Acts 2) is the day the church 
was born. Pentecost #2 (Acts 10) is the day the doors of church flew open to include Gentiles like you and me.

Getting Started
• What do you most look forward to as we move into summer?
• What is a “new thing” you’ve discovered recently that makes life better?

Discussion
1. Read Acts 10:1–8. What do you notice about Cornelius? Who in your life is not necessarily “religious” but 

is “God-fearing”—maybe even prayerful and generous?
2. The Holy Spirit intervenes in Peter’s life and changes his construct by showing Peter a vision. Has the 

Holy Spirit ever spoken to you through a vision? If so, share about it.
3. An often repeated scenario in the Bible is the Holy Spirit calling a person to “step out” who at first says 

“no way!” Have you ever resisted the call or work of the Holy Spirit in your life? If so, share.
4. Is there anyone in your life, or any group of people in culture, that you might be tempted to call unclean? 

If so, who? And if God put them in a sheet, would you go to them in gospel love?

Live It Out
Each day this week pray that God would show you something new by asking for a vision.

Memorization Challenge
“But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean.” Acts 10:27

Pray
Holy Spirit, I want to be open to your movement in my life, even in the places where you might lead me to 
new constructs and toward people I have deemed “unclean.” I want to be part of forming more unity in our 
church and in our community. So, I invite you, Holy Spirit, to show me how.
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