
Throughout the first half of the book of Daniel we see consistent patterns of faithfulness in the midst of 
serious pressure. The second of the book of Daniel shifts gears. Daniel 7 acts as a hinge from narrative to 
dreams, visions, and literature regarding prophecy of things to come from Daniel’s perspective. It begs the 
question, does Daniel 7–12 articulate future events leading up to Jesus or events that will take place at the 
end of human history? The answer— both. 

Getting Started
• When was a time you tried to do something completely on your own and failed?

Discussion
1. Compare and contrast the two visions: the 4 metals in Daniel 2 and the 4 beasts in Daniel 7. How are 

they similar? How are they different? How do they work together to give a prophetic picture?
2. The “beasts” in our lives are the places where we try to meet our own desires and rule our own lives to 

the detriment of ourselves, others, and the world. Have you noticed how the beasts in your life cause 
selfishness? Why are we tempted to choose the beasts in our life over the way Jesus is inviting us to 
live?

3. Read Daniel 7:13–14. Contrary to the four beasts, one was “like a son of man.” Jesus gives himself the 
title “son of man” 81 times in the gospels. Why do you think Jesus chose that title to describe himself? 
What do you think Jesus wants us to know about him from this title? How does Jesus help us become 
fully human?

4. Read through a few of the claims of Jesus with the “son of man” title—John 3:13, Mark 10:45, Matthew 
26:64. How does this change how you see Jesus?

Live It Out
Choose one verse about Jesus being the son of man and read it everyday as a reminder that Jesus helps 
us become more of ourselves—he knows us best and knows what is best for us. 

Pray
Jesus, help me trust who you say you are and who you are calling me to be. Amen.
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