
The last four chapters of Daniel transition us from the story of God’s faithfulness to Daniel and his friends to 
the promise of his faithfulness to his people in the trials to come. This early example of apocalyptic literature 
sets itself apart from traditional prophecy in that it has no specific call for repentance but simply seeks to 
encourage the people of God that He is in control in the midst of the human Kingdoms that have been twisted 
into subhuman beasts. It is in fact the byproduct of Daniel’s prayer of repentance. In apocalyptic writings we 
find symbolic imagery of angelic creatures, beasts representing the deforming work of the enemy, repeated 
themes over multiple visions. These are not meant to be understood literally but to help us recognize the 
patterns of this world and remember the promise of God’s presence and kingdom to come.

Getting Started
• When have you been troubled by a dream?

Discussion
1. Read Daniel 1:8; 2:18; 2:26–28; 3:16–18; 6:10; 8:27. What pattern do you see in the way that Daniel and 

his friends respond to the pressures of their culture?
2. What cultural circumstances in our world today challenge your faith life? How might you respond in 

grace and truth in the same way Daniel and his friends did?
3. Read Daniel 9:1–19. What do you notice about the character of God as Daniel understands it?
4. When Daniel is troubled he prays. What do you learn about prayer from Daniel’s example? How can you 

apply this to your own prayer life?

Live It Out
Spend 5 minutes each morning this week to P.R.A.Y. in Daniel’s pattern in Chapter 9— 
praise, repent, ask, yield.

Memorization Challenge
“Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do 
not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.” Daniel 9:18 NIV

Pray
Gracious God, we live in a world twisted by the abuse of authority and power. We have become beasts that 
stand in opposition to your will in and for the world. Use us as your kingdom people, full of grace and truth, 
to be salt and light in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and communities. Amen.
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