
The bible talks about money and resources a lot. In fact there are over 2,300 verses in the Bible that refer to 
money or how we steward the resources that we have been given. Each year around Thanksgiving, Shepherd 
of the Valley takes three weeks to talk about our stewardship of the resources we have been given: time, 
talents, and treasures. This week we explore the Biblical concept of tithing and how the early Christians, 
following the teaching and model of Jesus, moved beyond legalistic percentages into a lifestyle of radical 
generosity.

Getting Started
From last week’s Soul Training, share how you have approached worship differently.

• What is your earliest memory of generosity?

Discussion
1. Read Deuteronomy 14:22–29. From this text, what are some of the major purposes for the tithe in the 

Old Testament? How do you see the church fulfilling the same purposes here and now?
2. Jesus has several teachings on how we use resources. Read Luke 12:13–34. What are some of the 

themes in this teaching and how do you see the principle of the world in the parable in Luke 12:14–20 
being countered by his teaching in 21–34? 

3. What are some practices you use to help you grow in Jesus-like generosity? 
4. Read 1 Timothy 6:17–19 and 2 Corinthians 9:6–8. How do these texts help us understand the principle 

of radical generosity lived out by the first Christians?

Soul Training
This week, take time to prayerfully consider the margins regarding your use of time, talent, and treasure. 
As you do, look for ways to cut back in order to create space for God to use you in new ways. Prayerfully 
consider your commitment to Shepherd of the Valley for the coming year and look for a pledge card in your 
mailbox this week or pledge online at sov.church/give.

Memorization Challenge
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:7–8

Pray
Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with a generosity that knows no bounds. Help us to use all we have to love one 
another and expand your Kingdom of Grace and Truth. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Session 8   
The Generous Community
week starting November 7


