
Opener
Share your name, family, where you live now and where you’re from.

Choose one of the following questions to answer.

1. What was your favorite Halloween costume when you were growing up?
2. Describe a time when you mistook one person for another.

Reflect on Sunday’s Sermon
What stood out to you from the message this week? What questions do you have? What did you learn?

What are some of the “masks” you wear to conceal the less impressive parts of you?

Read & Discuss
1. Read James 1. What do you learn about James’ perspective on life’s trials (verses 2–4)? How have you responded 

to a recent trial in your life?
2. How does wisdom help us learn to trust? How can we get this wisdom, who gives it, and why (verses 5–8)?
3. Regardless of our life circumstances, what do verses 9–12 tell us about what things are eternal?
4. How can relying on God and his character help keep us secure when we are tempted to find our identity in other 

things (verses 13–18)?
5. How is what we say and do shaped by the “new birth” we are given in genuine faith (verses 18–27)? How do you 

see this play out in your own life? In our church?

Live it Out
Begin and end each day this week by reading James 1. Prayerfully listen for a phrase that stands out from the text 
and write it on a post-it to be kept where you will see it. Meditate on that phrase throughout the day and ask God 
for opportunities to live it out. At the end of the day, thank God for his presence in your day in helping you live out 
your phrase.

Closing Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank you for freeing us to take off the masks we wear and discover our identity that is firmly rooted in 
you. Help us to live out our faith in such a way that we can be vulnerable with one another and display your saving 
grace for the world to see. Amen.
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